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A 523 Joint Ministerial Decision(&&A3#24) no. 134627/5835/23-12-2015
(GG 2872/B/29-12-2015).

aglzolA EU A 995/2010 A2 o2 e 7|E€ ®MEAAE Aesta 7|E
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» Directorate of Planning and Forest Policy

ol s & % CITES & w3 % #elF (Department for the Control of the
Trade and Transport of Wildlife and CITES Species)
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I General Aspects \

How are forests classified according to the ownership (public, private,

indigenous, etc.)? What is the percentage for each classification?

Law 3208/2003
(GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 3034
Article 9, paragraph 1

Forests and forest areas are classified according to the ownership as public

and private.

1) Forests are presumed to belong to the GreekState. Public forests comprise
65.4% of the total forest area of the country, accounting for 12.4% of the

Greek territory.

2) Private forest ownership includes:

Adon Tou avilkouv oToug Sruove kat Tig kowvotntee (opyavdoelc TOTMKNC K

vBepvnonc).

Adon, mov avikouv ota ¢volkd wpdowTa 1, Ta voulkd wpoowmrma. Forests that
belong to many owners are managed by a cooperation, in which participate the

OWNErs.
Forests that belong to monasteries and to the Church of Greece.

Private forests include 18% of Greek forests, while the rest (community,

monastic, etc.) are 17%.
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How do you classify forests by types (protected forest, production forest,

etc.)?

Law 998/1979
(GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 2894°)
(as amended by paragraph 3 of Article 1 of Law 3208/2003
Government Gazette 3034 ")

Article 4
Forest and woodland categories

1. Forests and wooded areas, for their effective and lasting protection, shall be

distinguished according to their usefulness and function, as follows:

(@)

Forests and woodlands of particular scientific, aesthetic, ecological and
geomorphological interest or included in special areas of conservation and
special protection areas (national parks, aesthetic forests, wetlands, nature
reserves, networks and areas protected by Community provisions law,
archaeological sites, the immediate environment of monuments and historic

sites).

(b) Forests and wooded areas which have a particular protective effect on

(©)

soils and groundwater, such as in streams, overcast cities, villas or
settlements, protected against adjacent natural or cultural monuments or

major technical works (protective forests and wooded areas).

Forests and woodland, which are of particular importance for the
production of forest products or other primary production goods

(exploitable or productive forests and wooded land).

(d) Forests and wooded land offered for recreation by the population or as a

means of subsistence for the area or its tourist development (forests and
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forestry recreational areas).

(e) Forests and wooded areas not falling into any of the categories a to d.

2. From the point of view of the location of forests and woodland in relation

to human installations and activities, the following shall be distinguished:
(a) Parks and grazing within cities or residential areas.

(b) Forests and wooded areas lying in a thousand (1,000) meters wide zone,
across all coastal areas of the countryside (coastal forests), five hundred
meters around the banks of the lakes (lakeside) and two hundred (200)

the river bank.

(c) Forests and wooded areas situated within a thousand (1,000) meters wide

area of both national roads and 200 (200) meters of countryside roads.

(d Forests and forest areas located within or around tourist areas or spa
resorts and within a radius of three thousand (3,000) meters from the

center.

(e) Forests and wooded areas located around archaeological sites, historical
sites, or monuments or traditional settlements and within a radius of three

thousand (3,000) meters from their center.

(f) Forests and wooded areas located in industrial zones or in the outlying
industrial areas and within a zone of 1000 (1000) meters from their

periphery.

(g) Forests and woodland in general, located within the prefecture of Attica.

3. By a Presidential Decree issued on a proposal of the Minister of
Agriculture, it is possible to:
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(@) Increase the distances within the meaning of paragraph 2 up to half of

the limits laid down in certain areas of the country,

(b) Additional jurisdictions in the category of paragraph 2.

- Who is in charge of the management of forests?

The Forest Service in general is in charge of the management of forests.
Specifically, the Ministry of Environment and Energy has the jurisdiction of
policymaking and the decentralized administrations have the responsibility to

elaborate the forest management plans and the implementation.

Which department is in charge of the system on Restriction of Illegal
logging and Associate Trade, and what is their contact information?

1) Directorate of Planning and Forest Policy

Department for the Control of the Trade and Transport of Wildlife and CITES
Species (Greek Central CITES Management Authority/ Greek Central EUTR
Competent Authority/ Greek Central FLEGT Competent Authority)

grcitesma@prv.ypeka.gr

2) Directorate for the Protection of Forests

Department of Forest Protection and Rural Security

3) Directorate of Forest Management /diaxeirisi.dason@gmail.com
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I Aspects Related to Harvesting Permission Licences and Permits

Do you have any laws to approve or regulate felling? If any, what are the

specific articles?

Harvesting (including wood and non - wood products) is fully regulated in
Greece through the forest legislative framework. There are mainly three

systems of implementation all applied by Forest Cooperatives:

- Self - employment, in which peripheral forest authority employ Forest-
Cooperatives, pay them for their services, and shell the products for

public benefit.
- Assignment of the work and the products to the Cooperatives.

- Rent of the production, in which the Cooperatives pay a rent to the

forest service and take advantage of the products for its benefit.

- Relevant legislation include: Legislative Degree 86/1969, Presidential Degree
126/86, Law 4423/2016.

* Including regions where harvesting is prohibited and timber species to be

protected

What are the procedures and requirements for harvesting based on forest

ownership and types?

As regards public forests under harvesting management (not all public forests
are under harvesting management) the procedures, due to the above forest

legislation, include:
- An existing management plan legally approved.

- Constitution of an exploitation program by the competent forest authority.
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- Selection of a system of exploitation for each forest unit under harvesting

management.
- Evaluation of the interested Cooperatives and assignment of each work.

- Continuous monitoring of the work and inspection of the products.

- Do you have any system or documents to verify legal harvest?

In each stage of the above mentioned procedure specific documents, issued by

the competent forest authority, are required including:

- Contract between the Cooperative and the forest authority, in which every
detail is specified together with the legal products that have to be

produced.
- Installation protocol of the Cooperative and harvesting license.
- Inspection protocols at each stage of the implementation of the work.
- Final inspection protocol, counting products and yield license.

- Transfer license in which all the legally produced products are mentioned

- How is the system managed?

The above mentioned system is managed by the competent peripheral forest
authority and the transfer license must accompany the legally produced

products from the forest to the final commercial point.

- How do you verify the authenticity of the issued documents?

By the issuing authority and the its legal stamp.
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- Which ministry and institution in charge of this, and who is the person

in charge? Please inform their contact information.

Each peripheral forest authority due to the above
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I Aspects Related to Internationally Accepted Certification

Do you apply Certification Systems (FM or CoC) in your country which are
accepted internationally to prove legality of timber or timber products, for
example, FSC or PEFC?

In 2002 a working group was set up to examine if Greece can participate as a
member at the Pan-European Forest Certification Council known as PEFCC.

However, the project did not proceed.

In 2004 the Mainalon Forest Complex became the first Greek forest which had
obtained the certificate for sustainable management by the FSC under a

specific LIFE- Program.

This certificate maintained until 2010. However, according to the report of the
re-inspection, the forest management at Mainalo presented some significant

problems that prevented its renewal.

The three main issues raised during the overall review were:
1. The renewal of Expired Management Studies

2. The training of forest workers who have been harvested

3. The reporting and use of data on rare and endangered species of fauna and

flora

Since 2010 Greece has not taken any specific action regarding the certification
of forests or forest products. The permanent decreasing of staff in forestry
services and their underfunding over the previous years was an additional issue
for that.

- What is the certification agency?

- How much is the forest area for such certifications?
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I Mutually Recognized Certification through Bilateral Negotiation

Do you have your own national or private certification system to prove

legality of timber or timber products?

Greece has no national or private certification system.

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability of the certification

system?
- What system or document verifies the certification details?
- How can the authenticity of certification details be verified?

- How much is the forest area for each certification system?

I Other Aspects Regarding Harvest Legality Verification

Do you have your own distinct systems in Greece to prove legality of

timber or timber products, other than those mentioned above?

No. Related data on “Aspects Related to Harvesting permission Licenses and

Permits”

- How are they managed in order to ensure reliability?
- How can they verify the legality of timber or timber products?
- How much is the forest area in which the systems are applied?

- Are those systems of Greece accepted in other countries?
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I Others \

Do you have any law for permission or regulation of processing and
exporting legally harvested hardwood and legally imported timber or timber

products in Greece?

Greece long before the EUTR Regulation, raising a large concernment
regarding illegal logging and trafficking of forest products, developed a strict
national legal framework for the protection of the timber and the forest

products in Greece.
EUTR Legal framework in GREECE

Joint Ministerial Decision no. 134627/5835/23-12-2015 (GG 2872/B/29-12-2015) as
it is valid today.

The implementation of EU Regulation 995/2010 in Greece comes to enhance

and incorporate with this existing legal framework.

We have created an EUTR page on Ministry website including all the available

information open to public:
http://www.ypeka.gr/Default.aspx?tabid=b87&language=el-GR for further information.
» Directorate of Planning and Forest Policy

Department for the Control of the Trade and Transport of Wildlife and CITES
Species (Greek Central CITES Management Authority/Greek Central EUTR
Competent Authority/Greek CentralFLEGTCompetentAuthority)

grcitesma@prv.ypeka.gr

For more information the following table refers to National implementing
Legislation regarding EUTR/FLEGT:
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[ ESvini] NojoBesia miou Gyopa T0UC Kouguauaies T E.E. EUTRIFLEGT

Mational implementing Legislation regarding EUTR/FLEGT

Category (EUTR/FLEGT,
primaryfsecondary)

627/5836123.12.2015 PEK 872 B

v apyuY, PETpWY Kol SioBikaoiun yia TV EgappeyT
2010 Tou Euplmaikol KoucEcuM:)u xal 10U Zupifouhiou
T} SECTTION TV UTIOKPEWOEWY TW POpEu

’\)Luonf ot BioBETouv Eubeia kol Tpoidvia fukeiag oV Gyopds KOl Tuh TYETIEAN
Tow, ko efoudiobdman kel skeAsoTIRuN, Kavowiopn g Emmpomi; mou

£xbiBiovial yia my E:pcplie‘f'

Joint Ministerial Decision No. 134627/5835/23-12-2015 (Government Gazatte 2872
B);Designation of comp authorities, and procedures for the
implementation of Reguiation (EU) No 395/2010 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 20 October 2010 laying down the obligations of operators who place timber
and timber preducts on the markst and the related Commission delegated and
implementing Commission Regulations lts application

EUTR primary

Eyrihiog s

AT 134382/5225/30.12 2015 Kavowiopds Subeiag - Beopikd mhaiolo

uu\.ulal ne. 134382/522%/30-12-2015 «Instiutional Framework for EUTR

EUTR primary

opoyRg, | m fa.

Ko uToupyIk omdpaon apI8. 15214%1472/21-03-2017: Tpomomainon g Koivg Join Ministenial Decon No 1521281127 2/21-03- 2017 Amendmant of Jomt Minkeral | EUTR secondary
Ymoupylkic Amdgaon; apid. 134627/5836/23-12-2015 (QEK 2872 B)) Decision No. 134627/6835/ 23-12-2015.

Ko uroupyii omdpaon opi8. 155096/268/24-04- - Nopdroon TpoSeaping Joint Ministerial Decision No 1550%6/268i24-04-2017:Extension of the deadiine for EUTR secondary

umoPokis aimeng yypopis oa Nepipepsiokd MTpua «Dopéuiv EXUETOMEUONGs ¥al
«Eymoplove g KYA 134627/5835/23-12-2015 (DEK 2872 B)

submitting an application for registration in the Regional Registers of *Operators” and
*Traders” of Joint Ministerial Decision 134627/5838/23-12-2015 (Government Gazette
2872B).

HopoBenikg Admoypa 86/68 <AeoikS KdIkaCs ApBpa. 268 Koy 271 G
TpoToTIOINANKE oo Toug uopioug 41382013 kal 428042014,

Legisiative Dacree 86/1969 «Forest codes, artickes 268 and 271 as amended by the Law
41382013 and the Law 42

2014

EUTR primary

MposBpivs Midraypa 1928 «Mepi Bioyzipiosw; Aoowy, kavoviopol ¥al Tpémou Presidential Decree no. 1928 «Management of forests, directions and methods of EUTRIFLEGT primary

um.omcr L\mwn, chpcﬁch, val pioBuonos, GioBiowu Saomi TROTOVTLY, logging, forest taxation and rental, the disposal of forest products, the rental of resin tax,

EVOIRIGOEWS opou pTivig 1A, pOTVDIUMEYES Kol pRTIVOKDANEDYEIRG KATT.» collection and resin cultivations.

Eyrlrhiog pe gpiBy. 136953/5132114-10-2013: Egappioyr} vopoStoiog Tapavopng Circular no. 136953/5132/14-10-2013: Implementation of legisiation on ilegal legging EUTR secondary

u}«:'cmc’ Kl |.|ﬂoq:op:;\, Gooikwy Tpoidviuy - Mapdvopns kialovoun -DoodBoans and transport of forest products - llegal coning - Infringement of forest pofice provisions.

Booikn c.o‘wcwm Slamdum.

ﬁoup-,mr' n'recpaan pe% 151364/675/2017: MGBETT) KOUCOEUMN YIa KRN Ministenial Decisien no. 151364/675/2017: Disposal of firewood for Individual needs. EUTR secondary
Joint Ministerial Decision 13527%/159/12.01.2016 (Government Gazette 83 B FLEGT primary

; Ka&oprcrucg Appod
Tou koveviopol (EK) opig. 21731, U LU|J|30U\IOL .rhzu JKEUBFIGL z.,L‘E -x‘l"‘pl
‘|‘||J|0L|:Y|cr agem‘mxou auc‘rpc’c afciwv FLEGT ~,|~ I EIU"‘({.\I'(: F,ur.-_lcf anmy

'Y 1Tn\, ruBmou 2008 c:‘[fpl macplauou AsTrTopE py
PETpUI Yig TV e,cpcpp\. i 70U kavoviopol (EK)api, 217342005 Tou ZupBoukiou mepi
dnpoupyiag sBeAovTIvol ouoTjoTog cdsriv FLEGT yia Tig e1oayuyés Eueiog amy
Evplmaivg Koredma®

25.01.2018): Designation of Authorities, Measures and Procedures for the Application of
Regulation (EC) Council Regulation (EC) No 2173/2005 of 20 December 2005
“establishing a voluntary FLEGT fcensing scheme forimports of timber into the
European Community®, asamendsd and in force, and Regulation (EC) Commission
Regulation (EC) No 102472008 of 17 October 2008 laying down detailed measures for
the implementation of Council Reguiation (EC) No 2173/2005 establishing a voluntary
FLEGT licensing scheme for imports of timber into the Europaan Community .

Eyriichiog e

£gopuoyic.

01-2015: Kovoviopd FLEGT - Beojiiks Thaigio

Circular- FLEGT Regulation - Institutional framework for implementation

FLEGT primary

Evrirhiog e AN, 1359 018: Adypapper Pog AvchouSnréeg MoBivaoiag | Circular ne13598%/601 / 03.02. 2016 FLEGT Timber Process Follow-up Flow Chart. FLEGT secondary
Ko T E|oc\,\m(n Mpaf giog FLEGT.
i . }-11-2018: Evrjjid o) yia TV Eyypagn oo olompa Circular no 147423/5637 / 10-11-2016: Update for FLEGIT reqgistration. FLEGT secondary

FLEGIT.

and exporting?

What are the specific provisions?

Do you have any systems or documents that can verify legal processing

How can authenticity of the systems and documents be verified?

In case of exporting combined and processed imported and domestic raw

materials such as flitches, glued laminated timber, laminated floorboard,

plywood, furniture, do you have any systems or documents that can

verify the content and legality of the imported and domestic raw

materials?

Do you have private or non-governmental organizations are involved in

Illegally Harvested Timber Trade Prohibition Systems, such as verification of

legality of exported and imported timber or timber products,

background of supply chain and identification of legality?
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I Attachments \

Please submit additional information for mutual understanding and samples of
documents related to questions above (permit for felling, processing company

certificate, export permit, certification of authentication, etc.).
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